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Have You Counted The Cost  As A Follower Of Jesus Christ



As someone who follows Jesus Christ, have you counted the cost? Have you done 
what the Lord requires of all of us, as His disciples? As we consider these questions, 
let us look upon the two great commandments. ?The first of all the commandments 
is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:  And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than 
these.?

We may claim that we Love the Lord. We may claim that we know Him. What does 
the Bible say on this subject? ?And hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, 
in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He 
that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.? ? 1 
John 2:3-6.

What does Jesus teach us about the New Covenant?  ?And he answered Jesus and 
said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. Then Jesus 
beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, 
sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.? ? Mark 10:20-21. ?So likewise, 
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.? ? Luke 14:33. ?And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.? ? Luke 9:23. What 
does it mean to forsake everything? What does it mean to deny ourselves, take up 
our cross, and follow Him? Let?s now go back to the parable of the poor widow. 
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?And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money 
into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a certain 
poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto 
him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow 
hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: For all they did 
cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all 
her living.? ? Mark 12:41-44.

What is the difference between the people and the widow? What has she done that 
is so important, that the Lord had to point it out? Why do we need to know that 
she is a widow, and not just another old woman? And, what is it that she is giving, 
that is greater than all the others? Below, we will look at the meaning of the word 
?widow.? As well as the word ?more.? Pay close attention to what is being said, and 
see what connections the Spirit can make inside of your temple, with your own 
understanding. 
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To begin with, we can see that a widow is one, who is figuratively lacking a husband. 
What does Paul tell us in Romans 7? ?Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become 
dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even 
to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. For 
when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in 
our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the 
law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of 
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.? Remember, we are speaking upon the 
new covenant, or the New Testament. And, what Jesus is teaching us about the 
difference between the Old and the New.

?No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the 
new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with 
the old. And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst 
the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must be put 
into new bottles; and both are preserved. No man also having drunk old wine 
straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.?

As we previously looked at Luke 9:23, let?s look at it again. ?And he said to them all, 
If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me.? What do the words deny and cross mean in the original language? Let?s 
look, together.
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We can see that the Lord is telling us to abstain by denying ourselves, and following 
Him, or more specifically, becoming like Him. As we have been given the parable of 
the new garment and the new wine, we almost certainly can see that our change 
doesn?t happen all at once. Yet, as we continue in Him, we let go of more of the 
person that we once were. As Jesus pointed out that she is a widow, and lacking a 
husband, we as the body of Christ need to be abstaining from sex with our spouse. 
It is our requirement for sanctification, and receiving His Spirit. It is part of the New 
Testament. ?For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should 
abstain from fornication.? How am I 100% sure? Because Jesus said it, and He 
doesn?t lie. ?So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my disciple.? ? Luke 14:33. ?Deny yourself through abstinence and self 
denial daily, and accompany me as my disciple.?

Paul tells us, ?Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for 
the body.  And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his 
own power.  Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then 
take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 
What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith 
he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Flee 
fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body. What? know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God?s.?

This poor widow cast in more than all of the others, the major portion. What is the 
major portion of our lives? What is it that we are doing with our free time? Are we 
learning of the Lord? Are we letting go of self? Are we forsaking all others? ?Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls.? ? Matthew 11:28-29. ?And every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name?s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.? ? 
Matthew 19:29.
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Are you going out with your friends, living in this world? Are you focusing your 
attention on the media, next football game, movie, etc.? Are you shopping for no 
other reason, than to go shopping? Are you hanging out with the world and 
enjoying what it has to offer us? ?For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; 
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.? ? Romans 14:17. What 
else from the parable of the poor widow do we need to know in correlation to 
Jesus? other teachings? In Mark 12:44, we are told this, ?For all they did cast in of 
their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living.? 
Let?s see what it says below.

This poor widow, knowing that she was falling short, gave quite literally, her present 
state of existence. She gave the Lord her whole life. ?One thing thou lackest: go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.? ? Mark 10:21. ?So likewise, 
whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.? ? Luke 14:33. ?And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.? ? Luke 9:23.
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To love the Lord with all our heart, means to obey His commandments, and to do 
as He did. To love our neighbor as ourselves means to share the good news of the 
Gospel with them. Even if it comes with persecutions. Because, Jesus did precisely 
the same thing. ?Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things 
I command you, that ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know that it 
hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these 
things will they do unto you for my name?s sake, because they know not him that 
sent me.?

As the very fabric of this world is coming apart at the seams, we all need to strive 
each day, to do better than the day before. We all need to stand in the Truth and 
not be ashamed of it. ?And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name?s sake, shall 
receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.? May the everlasting Father 
bless you in all things as you continue in Him. 



Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his 
fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.  ?I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all 
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.? ? Ephesians 4:1-3. 
?Be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is 
the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love. This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as 
other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, 
being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given themselves over 
unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.? ? Ephesians 4-14-19.

?Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give 
place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that 
needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which 
is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. And 
grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of 
redemption.? ? Ephesians 4:26-30.

?And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 
him.? ? Colossians 3:15-17.
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Are you one who ?hears? the Word? Are you one who knows the truth? Are you 
sharing what you know to be true with others? Are you using your own unique set 
of gifts and talents to further the Kingdom of our Father in Heaven? ?For they that 
are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God.? ? Romans 8:5-8. ?And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may 
approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the 
day of Christ. Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God.? ? Philippians 1:9-11.

Through mercy,

Jonathan Heller
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